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Nitti carried out his part of the plan and made a speech
on October 20 in the little theatre in Lauria, in Basilicata,
devoted chiefly to financial questions. The Popolo d'Italia
enumerated the principal points as follows :
1.  Italy needs the restoration of the economic unity of
continental Europe.
2.  In the present unsettled European conditions, Italy
must keep her army ready for action, concentrating
on the officer class, and strengthening aviation.
3.  To obtain the necessary means for the defence of the
country,   credit   must   be   restored,   strict   economy
practised, and confidence given back to capital.   Now
that the enquiry into war contracts which has seriously
disturbed so many industries has been completed, the
question of excess profits must be settled, the stock
market revived, and any scheme for the registering
of stocks by actual holders abandoned at once.
4.  The state budget must be balanced.
5.  The state must give up all services not essential for its
proper functioning,  re-establish the security of the
public services and declare any strike in these services
a criminal offence,
6.  All reforms likely to impede production or discourage
the investment of capital must be abandoned.
This speech was followed by a banquet at which Nitti
said exactly what Mussolini had asked him to say.
c The present government is incapable of coping with
a single one of the fundamental problems that face the
country or with any of the live forces outside the govern-
ment. After what has happened in the last few days one
is compelled to ask oneself if the present difficulties ought
not to be dealt with by methods outside the ordinary
administration, and if it is not time the country were
quickly consulted. There is a distinct cleavage between
the situation in parliament and the situation in the
country. . . . Democracy exists, socialism exists, but
fascism too exists as an ethico-social phenomenon and has
developed to such an extent that no statesman can neglect
it. ... We should utilize all live forces, and welcome